78          A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
nobility, and others who might have been expected to be
trained, at times seem even to have lost the art of writing,
although the leading churchmen must generally have
maintained their knowledge of ecclesiastical Latin and
some acquaintance with the classical authors and various
compilations of the seven liberal arts.
Just before this time the Franks had succeeded in
establishing a supremacy over the other barbarian tribes
and had spread their rule through what is now France,
Belgium, and Holland, and most of western Germany.
Under a dynasty of vigorous kings, they now drove back
the Moslems, conquered the Lombards and Saxons, and
subdued the Slavs and Bohemians, and finally Charle-
magne (742-814) even planned to re-establish the western
Roman Empire under his sovereignty. This monarch
greatly strengthened and centralized his dominions by a
number of improvements in external administration, but,
even before his recognition as emperor by the pope (800),he
had realized that a genuine unity of his people could be
brought about only through a much more effective and
universal education. He had a keen sense of the unfortu*
nate educational situation, and made every effort to
improve it. To assist him in his endeavors, in 782 he
called Alcuin (735-804) from the headship of the famous
cathedral school at York, England, to be his chief adviser
in education.
Through this noted scholar Charlemagne proceeded at
once to develop the "palace school," At this royal center
the great king, all his family, and many of his relatives
and intellectual friends studied under the Saxon educator,
Alcuin must, however, have used a more discursive and
less memoriter method with his adult students than the
formal catechetical plan employed in instructing the